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 I hope everyone is having a cool summer! :) NOT!  There are a number of events going on this 
month. First is at Allerton on July 30 from 8:30 to 10:00. A few people have indicated they would be 
there. If a couple more show up it will be even  better. Next there's an Urbana Park District program at 
Meadowbrook Park on August 15th from 7:30-9:30 PM. This event sort of caught us by surprise. 
[Editor’s note:  No, Dave just forgot about it!]  I am sure that Dave Leake will have more info about it in 
the newsletter. I will also talk about it at the next meeting (yes I do expect to be at the next meeting).  
 The Jet Propulsion Laboratory has new program out called “The Night Sky Network” and we 
have contacted them about becoming a new member. Dave Leake submitted our application and we 
should know more about it in the October time frame to see if we were accepted. Here is a bit from their 
website http://www.astrosociety.org/education/nsn/nsn.html.  “The Night Sky Network, founded by the 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory's “PlanetQuest” program, is a nationwide coaliti on of astronomy clubs 
bringing the science and inspiration of NASA's missions to the public. This new program provides 
outreach materials for amateur astronomy clubs and a forum for those involved in community outreach 
to exchange ideas and learn from each other. Both were developed by the Astronomical Society of the 
Pacific for NASA and initiated by the Navigator Public Engagement Program. The first set of materials 
is called “Planet Quest” centering around the theme of discovering planets around other stars. Find out 
more about what's happening with the Night Sky Network.”  
 There is a Perseid Party meteor shower party on the same night as our next meeting. Anyone 
interested in showing up around 10pm at the observatory? I hope to be there. Again I would like to thank 
Mike Conron for taking over for me at the last meeting. I have been traveling more that I expected and I 
really appreciate people helping me and the club 
out.  
 Thanks to all who helped out at the 
observatory rededication!   We had a huge crowd 
and lots of club participation.  Some photos are 
sprinkled throughout this issue.   
 
Clear Skies, 
 
Mike 
 
[Editor’s note:  Forgive the more-than-usual 
number of misspelli ngs & errors in this issue.  
The editor is closing on two houses and moving 
right at the end of July.  Hopefully next month’s 
issue will return to the normal number of errors!] 
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LOOKING UP THIS MONTH  
 The planetary action this month again 
occurs in the western sky and concerns two of 
the brightest objects in the sky (besides the Sun 
& Moon, of course).  Venus begins August in 
the western sky about 30 degrees (or three fists 
held at arm’s length) from Jupiter, which is in 
the west-southwest or upper left of Venus.  
Venus still i sn’ t all that high above the horizon , 
but it still should be very easy to see.  Look for 
a star-li ke object nearly due west.  By mid-
August, the separation is about half, by the 22nd, 
it’s about one fist, and by the end of the month, 
Jupiter and Venus are only 1.5 degrees apart!   
Don’ t miss this one!   It’s interesting to try to 
figure out what’s doing on here.    Jupiter is 
moving in it’s orbit, but the reason it’s lower to 
the horizon each week is due to the Earth’s 
revolution.   Venus is moving faster so it 
appears to stay about the same height above the 
horizon.  The end result is that it appears that 
Jupiter is approaching Venus with respect to the 
horizon, but if you watch the stars themselves, 
Venus is approaching Jupiter!    The only thing 
that really matters is that we get to see them 
both close together.   Don’ t just tune in at the 
end of August, but watch them week by week 
and maybe even make a drawing of what you 
see.  Use your fist to get an angular separation 
(one fist is about 10 degrees in the sky).  By the 
end of August, the pair sets at 9pm CDT.    A 
beautiful crescent Moon is just to the right of 
Venus on August 7th, then slides over to be just 

below 
Jupiter two 
days later.  
 As 
Jupiter and 
Venus put 
on a show, 
Mars is 
slowly but 
surely 

sneaking up on us.  OK, that’s not exactly 
accurate as the Earth is catching up to Mars, but 
Mars has been rising a littl e earlier, getting a 
littl e brighter, and appearing larger through a 
telescope as each week goes by.    OK, lets 

settle something right now . 
. . . .how many 
of you have 
received the 

email about 
Mars 

appearing as 
large as a full Moon in August?   The 
planetarium receives an average of a couple a 
day from inquiring minds.   Mars was 
historically close in August, 2003 (remember 
the hoard at Meadowbrook Park?) and will be 
close again (but not as close) in November, but 
it won’ t appear as large as a full Moon with 
your eyes.  If it did, we’d have other problems.   
The editor of that email l eft out something about 
it appearing as large as a naked eye full Moon 
but with a telescope.   In mid-August, Mars is 
rising at 11:15pm nearly due east.  The chart 
will show that it will reach the negative 
magnitudes this month, so it’s brightening!  A 
waning gibbous Moon will appear right above 
Mars on the 24th.   
 We don’ t give Neptune & Uranus much 
attention in this column and we should.  Both 
reach opposition this month, Neptune on the 7th 
and Uranus on the 31st.  This means they’ re as 
bright as they’ ll get and rising at sunset.  The 
June issue of Sky & Telescope had some nice 
finder charts for these planets.   Can you see 
Uranus with binoculars?   
 Lastly we mention Mercury and Saturn 
in the morning sky.  Saturn just swung behind 
the Sun and is now visible in the pre-dawn 
twili ght.  At mid-month it rises at 4:30am.  
Saturn isn’ t far from the Beehive star cluster in 
Cancer.  Mercury probably has its best morning 
apparition of the year (though December’s view 
won’ t be bad either . . . .just colder!).  Greatest 
separation from the Sun is August 24 when 
Mercury rises at about 4:50am, a full hour 
before the start of the dawn twili ght.  Six days 
before, Mercury is about a half a fist below 
Saturn.   
 Of course the Perseid Meteor shower 
maxes out this month.  Typically our meteor 
party is the night of August 11 (the night of the 
meeting) and into the morning of August 12th.  



You can see some Perseids throughout the 
month, though.   The good news this year is that 
the Moon will be out of the sky during prime 
meteor watching time.  Though the meteor rates 
pick up near dawn, it seems like we have always 
seen quite a few between 2-3am.   Come out to 
the observatory if you want to, but just watch 
your headlights!   Observers should try to set-up 
lawn chairs near the dome for safety’s sake.  
There is no formal program at the dome and, in 
fact, the dome may not even be opened as you 

want a broad, open sky for watching.   The 
meteors will appear to come from the 
constellation Perseus (hence the name), which is 
in the northeast.  This does not mean you should 
face northeast, as some have said.   Look up, 
near the zenith or the point straight up and be 
patient!   Lets see how many we can see!   -DCL 
   
   
 

Planet Date Constellation Magnitude Distance*  Apparent 
Diameter  

Mercury 8/21 Cancer +0.3     77.6   8.0”  
Venus 8/15 Virgo - 3.8   116.2 13.3 
Mars 8/15 Aries - 0.7     69.6 12.6 
Jupiter 8/15 Virgo - 1.7   557.6 32.9 
Saturn 8/15 Cancer +0.2   930.9 16.6 
Uranus 8/15 Aquarius +5.7 1775.8   3.7 
Neptune 8/15 Capricornus +7.8 2702.2   2.3 
Pluto 8/15 Serpens 13.8 2836.2   0.1 

  * in milli ons of miles from Earth 
 

 Moon Phases: 
  New  August 4 September 3  
  1st Quarter August 12 September 11 
  Full   August 19 September 17 
  3rd Quarter August 26 September 25 
 
 

 

 
CUAS NEWS 

 
Our sincere thanks to Dr. Tatiana Somova who gave a wonderful talk about the 6-meter telescope in 
Russia and some of her research on magnetic cataclysmic variable stars.  She has worked with the 
telescope (and the 1-meter Zeiss telescope that’s adjacent) for 33 years, over 2000 meters above sea 
level.  Dr. Somova is in the country since her daughter is expecting her first child.  Good luck! 
 
CUAS has been asked to do a littl e observing in Meadowbrook Park on the evening of Monday, 
August 15 from 7:30-9:30 pm.  It’s called “Stars In Your Eyes” and is sponsored by the Urbana Park 
District. The description says “Discover what can be seen in the summer night sky and tools to get you 
started as a stargazer. The stars will be our limit as we explore the summer night sky members of the 
Champaign-Urbana Astronomical Society.”  Meet at Meadowbrook Park in the Prairie Play pavili on off 
of the Windsor Road entrance.  For those wanting to participate, the fee is $10 for residents, but free to 
CUAS members who want to help out.  This is weather permitting, of course.   
 



Watch the space soon for upcoming articles from NASA’s “ Space Place.”   They have offered short 
feature articles for astro club newsletters and we’ve said “bring em on!”  
 
CUAS has been granted membership (we did not apply for it) in the Oceanside Astronomical Society.  
Basically, a membership number allows us to purchase telescope items from them at a discount.  Search 
for them on the web.   
 
2006 Calendars . . . . . . . We now have 20 or so Astronomy magazine 2006 calendars for sale, first 
come, first served.  They’ ll retail for $12 to non-members and $10 to club members.   
 
CUAS Treasurer 's Report 
June 14th to July 13th 2005 
Income: 
     $  30.00 two new whole-year   
 memberships 
     $  15.00 two new prorated memberships 
    $  20.00 two calendars to members 
     $  12.00 one calendar to guest 
     $  50.00 five T shirts to members 
     $  12.00 one T shirt to guest 
     $   1.00 donation 
     -------- 
     $ 140.00 total 
 

Outgo: 
 $ 159.13  Kalmbach Pub. for twenty-five 
 2006 calendars 
 
Balances: 
     $ 101.00  petty cash envelope 
     $2211.70  checkbook 
     $  15.00  checks awaiting deposit 
     $ 110.00  cash awaiting deposit 
     -------- 
     $2234.20 

CUAS has applied to be a part of the “ Night Sky Network,”  as mentioned in Mike’s president’s 
message.   Membership is free, but it obligates the club to do some public outreach . . . . something 
we’re doing already!   And they’ ll supply us with materials.  For example, a previous maili ng consisted 
of star charts showing where to find some of the stars in the sky that had extra-solar planets.  We should 
know more about this in October when they consider more clubs for membership.   Stay tuned! 
 
L ight Pollution Report . . . . . you may have seen Dave’s letter to the editor which was printed in the 
News-Gazette a few days after the open house.   It was amazing to see how bright it was at the dome 
site!   Bob Lozar has offered an ice cream certificate to anyone who goes into Lowe’s, Menard’s, or 
Home Depot and asks them about their shielded light fixtures.  Naturally they don’ t have any!   Dave 
Leake is starting a small committee (consisting of Bob and John Stone so far) to look at and amend the 
Champaign Lighting code and take those amendments to the Zoning Board of Appeals.   The goals of 
the code are excellent, but the actual ordinance stops short of where it needs to go.  If you’re interested 
in being part of this (and the more, the merrier!), contact Dave at dleake@parkland.edu or 359-6644.   

 
Club L ibrary . . . . yes, we have one, it’s just that there is usually littl e 
time to retrieve it from the closet at the meetings.  Bug Dave about this 
next time!   Mike Matthews has contributed a book that was mailed to 
him for us to sell .  It’s called “Grand Tour” by Miller and Hartman.   
Hartman’s artwork is amazing – some shots look like photographs!   It 
retails for $19.95 but if we buy between 10-24 copies, the cost is $11.97 
each.   Is there any interest?  See a copy at the August meeting.   
 
If you want to get your club news fast, please subscribe to the Cuas-l 
email li st.  Sometimes people will email and say they will be observing 

that night and will ask for people to join them.   There is also news of new comets and possible auroral 



displays.  To subscribe, just go to the Cuas-l web page at 
https://mail .prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/cuas-l and follow the subscription directions.  Email cuas-
l@lists.prairienet.org to post.     
 
 
 

OBSERVATORY NEWS!   
 Mike Matthews & Dave Leake will be meeting with Mike Seibolt at the 
Champaign Park District sometime soon to look at the lease for the observatory 
land.  The lease is up for renewal early next year.   
 There was a discussion at the July meeting about the conditions in the 
shed and the possibili ty of installi ng some vents.  There’s a 40- degree 
temperature swing in the shed as measured by Mike Conron.  The dome is nearly a steady 82 degrees.  
The coatings on the 16-inch truss Dobsonian may have been compromised already.  We should take a 
block out there or something and tip the mirror so it’s stored nearly vertically.  There were some varying 
opinions on whether any gasoline fumes are harming the optics.   
 The open house/rededication in July was a 
tremendous success!   At one time, we had just over 40 
cars parked at the dome site.  We sold a few T-shirts and 
calendars.   The temporary steps worked but they’re not at 
quite right height and there was a request for bathrooms 
next time.   Depending on who we talk to, we’re talking 
about a max of $95 and possibly as littl e as $65 for a 
portable unit for the  weekend.   
 Anyone interested in purchasing Bob Holmes’s 
roll -off roof observatory?    
 The Hobo unit to measure humidity and 
temperature in the observatory is on order.   
  
The Mow List returns!   If you want to be on (or removed) from the list, email Dave Leake.  When you 
mow, contact the next person immediately so they can plan when to go out and check the lawn.  Thank 
you! 
1) Mike Rosenberger  4) Mark Prather 7) Bob Rubendunst  
2) Dave Leake   5) Guy Hampel 8) Audrey Ishii  
3) Mike Matthews  6) Wayne James 9) Will ard Brinegar 
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August 6  New Moon Observing   8pm -?  Observatory 
 
August 11  CUAS Club Meeting   7-8:30pm Staerkel Planetarium 
We’ ll watch an interesting DVD about the li festyles of the stars called “Rumplestiltskin’s Starry Secret.”  
The film was produced by the Minneapolis Planetarium Society.   
 
August 11-12  Perseid Meteor Party   10pm-? Observatory 



Wanna watch meteors at the Observatory?  Rates will pick up after midnight.  Be sure to dress warm (it 
gets cold in the country in August at night), bring a comfy chair and mosquito spray.  There is no formal 
program.  Weather permitting.  See “Looking Up This Month” for details.   
 
August 13  CUAS Family Skywatch  8-10pm Observatory 
This is our public event of the month so we could use a few sleepy volunteers to staff the observatory 
and some telescopes outside.   The dome can be found by taking I-57 south of Champaign to the 
Monticello exit.  Take this exit and go 1.4 miles to the west to County Road 700E.  Turn left (south) 
here and the dome is on your left about 0.8 miles down this road.   All observing sessions are weather 
permitting.  Call 351-2567 for cancellation notices.   

 
August 15  “Stars In Your Eyes”    7:30-9:30pm Meadowbrook Park 
We could use a couple of volunteers with telescopes to set up near Prairie Play section of the park.  See 
the “Club News” section.   
 
August 20  DAAC Astronomy Jamboree  7-11pm Friends Creek Park 
The Decatur Area Astronomy Club welcomes CUAS members to their annual event in Friends Creek 
County Park.  The park isn’ t that far from Champaign as you take the Cisco exit off I-72.  There will be 
a 7pm program on light pollution, activities for the kids, and observing in the park.   
 
September 3  New Moon Observing     Observatory 
 
September 8  CUAS Club Meeting   7-8:30pm Staerkel Planetarium 
Program to be announced . . .  
 
September 10  CUAS Family Skywatch  7-10pm Observatory 
 
September 20  Registration deadline for workshop  
The planetarium’s “Basic Astronomy” workshop for beginners will start a week from tonight, but this is 
the deadline for registration.  See the fall “Live & Learn” brochure for registration information.   
 
September 23  Fall Prairie Skies Opens  7pm  Staerkel Planetarium 
 
October 1  New Moon Observing   7-?pm  Observatory 
 
October 8  CUAS Family Skywatch  7-10pm Observatory 
 
October 13  CUAS Club Meeting   7-8:30pm  Staerkel Planetarium 
 
October 22  Allerton Observing   7-11pm Allerton Parkland College 
We’ ll need someone to do a talk for 20 minutes, then observing from the meadow.  All observing 
sessions are weather permitting.  
 



October 27-29  CUAS Star Party   TBA  South of Walnut Point SP 
 

CHECK OUT ALL CLUB EVENTS ON THE CUAS HOME PAGE: 
http://www.prairienet.org/cuas 
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 “ Clear Skies”  is published twelve times per 
year for it membership. [Circulation: 78] 
 
The Champaign-Urbana Astronomical Society is 
an aff ili ate group of the Champaign Park 
Distr ict.  http://www.champaignparkdistrict.com 
 

Will iam M. Staerkel Planetar ium has public 
shows on Friday evenings in August.  Call 217/351-2446 
for more information.  http://www.parkland.edu/coned/pla 
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_____ Enroll me as a new member! 
_____ Membership renewal [attach maili ng label] 
_____ Change of address only 
 
Name ___________________________________ 
Address __________________________________ 
Phone # __________________________________ 
Email address: ____________________________ 
 
Make all checks payable to: 
“Champaign-Urbana Astronomical Society”  
 
Circle all that apply: 
 Basic membership   $15 
 Observatory key fee   $10 
 Astronomy magazine renewal*  $29 
 Sky & Telescope renewal*   $33 
 Donation            $ ____ 
  Total Enclosed          $ ____ 
 *enclose maili ng label 
 
Detach and mail to: 
  C.U.A.S. 
  C/o Phil Wall  
  607 West Healey #11 
  Champaign, IL  61820 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Champaign-Urbana Astrono mical Society 
C/O William M. Staerkel Planetarium 
Parkland College 
2400 West Bradley Avenue 
Champaign, IL  61821 
 
 
 
 
 

 


