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| hope everyoneis having a wad summer! ;) NOT! There ae anumber of events going onthis
month. First isat Allerton onJuly 30from 8:30to 10:00. A few people have indicaed they would be
there. If a mude more show upit will be even better. Next there's an Urbana Park District program at
Meadowbrook Park on August 15th from 7:30-9:30 PM. This event sort of caught us by surprise.
[Editor’ snote: No, Dave just forgot about it!] | am sure that Dave Leake will have moreinfo about it in
the newsletter. | will also talk abou it at the next meding (yes | do exped to be & the next meding).

The Jet Propusion Laboratory has new program out cdled “The Night Sky Network” and we
have mntacted them about becoming a new member. Dave Leake submitted ou applicaion and we
shoud know more @ou it in the October time frame to seeif we were accepted. Here is a bit from their
website http://www.astrosociety.org/education/nsn/nsn.html. “The Night Sky Network, founded by the
Jet Propusion Laboratory's “ PlanetQuest” program, is anationwide aalition d astronamy clubs
bringing the science and inspiration d NASA's missons to the pulic. This new program provides
outread materials for amateur astronamy clubs and aforum for those involved in community outread
to exchange ideas and lean from each ather. Both were developed by the Astronamicd Society of the
Padfic for NASA andinitiated by the Navigator Public Engagement Program. The first set of materials
iscdled “Planet Quest” centering aroundthe theme of discovering planets around dher stars. Find out
more éou what's happening with the Night Sky Network.”

There is a Perseid Party meteor shower party on the same night as our next meding. Anyone
interested in showing up around 10 at the observatory? | hope to be there. Again | would like to thank
Mike Conron for taking over for me & the last meeting. | have been traveling more that | expeded and |
redly appredate people helping me andthe dub
Out.

Thanksto all who helped out at the
observatory rededication! We had a huge aowd
and lots of club participation. Some phaos are
sprinkled throughout thisisaue.

Clea Skies,
CUAS DIRECTORY:
Mike Mike Matthews, President  586-5084
Mike Conron, Vice-prez. 3555996
[Editor’s note: Forgive the more-than-usual Guy Hampel, Secretary 3523690
number of misgellings & errorsin thisisale. Phil Wall, Treasurer 3525442

The ditor is closing ontwo howses and moving Jeff Bryant, 5" Diredor 8405251
right at the end o July. Hopefully next month’s Mike Rosenberger, Obs. Dir. 598-2254
issue will return to the normal number of errors!] Chris Pond, Webmaster 352-5426
Dave Leake, Newdletter Ed. 3596644
Kevin Crump, CPD 3982372




LOOKING UP THIS MONTH
The planetary adion this month again
ocaurs in the western sky and concerns two of
the brightest objects in the sky (besides the Sun
& Moon, d course). Venus begins August in
the western sky about 30 degrees (or threefists
held at arm’ s length) from Jupiter, whichisin
the west-southwest or upper left of Venus.
Venus gill i sn't al that high above the horizon ,
but it still shoud be very essy to see Lookfor
astar-like object nealy due west. By mid-
August, the separation is about half, by the 22",
it’s abou onrefist, and by the end d the month,
Jupiter and Venus areonly 1.5 degrees apart!
Don't missthisone!  It’sinteresting to try to
figure out what’sdoing on here.  Jupiter is
moving in it’s orbit, bu the reasonit’s lower to
the horizon ead week is due to the Earth’s
revolution. Venusismoving faster so it
appeasto stay abou the same height above the
horizon. The endresult isthat it appeas that
Jupiter is approaciing Venus with respect to the
horizon, bu if you watch the stars themselves,
Venusis approaching Jupiter!  The only thing
that redly mattersisthat we get to seethem
both close together. Don't just tunein at the
end d August, but watch them week by week
and maybe even make adrawing of what you
see Useyour fist to get an angular separation
(onefist isabou 10 degreesin the sky). By the
end d August, the pair setsat 9pm CDT. A
beautiful crescent Moonisjust to the right of
Venus on August 7", then slides over to be just
below
Jupiter two
dayslater.
As
Jupiter and
Venus put
onashow,
Marsis
slowly but
surely
sne&king up on 8. OK, that’s not exadly
acarate athe Earth is catching upto Mars, bu
Mars has been rising alittl e ealier, getting a
littl e brighter, and appearing larger through a
telescope & each week goeshby. OK, lets

settle something right now .
... .hav many

of you have 7

receved the

(_/ = '/emailabou

Mars
appeaing as
large asafull Moonin August? The
planetarium receives an average of a mude a
day from inquiring minds. Marswas
historicdly close in August, 2003(remember
the hoard at Meadowbrook Park?) and will be
close again (but not as close) in November, but
it won't appea aslarge asafull Moonwith
your eyes. If it did, we' d have other problems.
The ditor of that email | eft out something abou
it appeaing aslarge & anaked eye full Moon
but with atelescope. In mid-August, Marsis
rising at 11:15pm nearly due eat. The dart
will show that it will read the negative
magnitudes this month, so it’ s brightening! A
waning gbbows Moonwill appea right above
Mars on the 24"

We don't give Neptune & Uranus much
attentionin this column and we shoud. Both
rea oppasition this month, Neptune on the 71"
and Uranus onthe 31%. This meansthey're &
bright asthey’ll get andrising at sunset. The
Juneisaue of Sky & Telescope had some nice
finder charts for these planets. Can you see
Uranus with binoculars?

Lastly we mention Mercury and Saturn
in the morning sky. Saturn just swung behind
the Sunandis now visiblein the pre-dawn
twili ght. At mid-month it rises at 4:30am.
Saturnisn’'t far from the Beehive star cluster in
Cancer. Mercury probably hasits best morning
apparition d the year (though Decanber’s view
won't be bad either . . . just colder!). Greaest
separation from the Sunis August 24 when
Mercury rises at about 4:50am, afull hour
before the start of the dawn twili ght. Six days
before, Mercury is abou ahalf afist below
Saturn.

Of course the Perseid Meteor shower
maxes out this month. Typically our meteor
party isthe night of August 11 (the night of the
meeting) and into the morning of August 12",




Y ou can see some Perseids throughou the
month, though. The good news this year is that
the Moonwill be out of the sky during prime
meteor watching time. Though the meteor rates
pick up rea dawn, it seems like we have dways
seen qute afew between 2-3am. Come ot to

want a broad, open sky for watching. The
meteors will appear to come from the

constell ation Perseus (hencethe name), which is
in the northeast. This doesnat mean you shoud
facenorthesast, as sme have said. Look up,
nea the zenith or the paint straight up and be

the observatory if you want to, bu just watch patient! Lets ssehow many wecansee! -DCL
your heallights! Observers shoud try to set-up
lawn chairs nea the dome for safety’s sake.
Thereisnoformal program at the dome and, in
fad, the dome may not even be opened as you
Planet Date Constellation| Magnitude | Distance* Apparent
Diameter

Mercury 8/21 Cancer +0.3 77.6 8.0
Venus 8/15 Virgo -3.8 116.2 13.3
Mars 8/15 Aries -0.7 69.6 12.6
Jupiter 8/15 Virgo -1.7 557.6 32.9
Saturn 8/15 Cancer +0.2 930.9 16.6
Uranus 8/15 Aquarius +5.7 1775.8 3.7
Neptune 8/15 Capricornus | +7.8 2702.2 2.3
Pluto 8/15 Serpens 13.8 2836.2 0.1

* in milli ons of miles from Earth
Moon Phases:

New August 4 September 3

1¥ Quarter  August12  September 11

Full August 19 September 17

39Quarter  August26  September 25

NEWS
CUAS NEWS

Our sincere thanks to Dr. Tatiana Somovawho gave awonderful talk abou the 6-meter telescope in
Rusga and some of her reseach onmagnetic caaclysmic variable stars. She has worked with the
telescope (and the 1-meter Zeisstelescope that’ s adjacent) for 33 years, over 2000meters above sea
level. Dr. Somovaisinthe courntry since her daughter is expeding her first child. Goodluck!

CUAS has been asked to doalittl e observing in Meadowbrook Park onthe evening of Monday,
August 15from 7:30-9:30 pm. It'scdled “Stars In Your Eyes’ andis gponsored by the Urbana Park
District. The description says “ Discover what can be seen in the summer night sky andtoalsto get you
started as a stargazer. The stars will be our limit as we explore the summer night sky members of the
Champaign-Urbana Astronamicd Society.” Med at Meadowbrook Park in the Prairie Play pavilion df
of the Windsor Road entrance. For thase wanting to participate, the feeis $10for residents, bu freeto
CUAS members who want to help ou. Thisisweaher permitting, of course.



Watch the space soon for upcoming articles from NASA’s “Space Place.” They have offered short
fedure aticlesfor astro club rewdetters and we' ve said “bring em on!”

CUAS has been granted membership (we did na apply for it) in the Oceanside Astronamica Society.
Basically, amembership number al ows us to purchase telescope items from them at a discount. Search
for them on the web.

2006Calendars . . ... .. We now have 20 or so Astronamy magazine 2006 cdendars for sale, first
come, first served. They'll retail for $12to norrmembers and $10to club members.

CUAS Treasurer's Report
June 14th to July 13th 2005

Income: Outgo:
$ 30.00two new whole-yea $ 159.13 Kambad Pub. for twenty-five
memberships 2006cdendars
$ 15.00two new prorated memberships
$ 20.00two cdendars to members Balances:
$ 12.00 oe cdendar to guest $ 101.00 ptty cash envelope
$ 50.00five T shirts to members $2211.70chedkbook
$ 12.00 oB T shirt to guest $ 15.00 chedks awaiting deposit
$ 1.00 dostion $ 110.00 cash awaiti ng depaosit
$ 140.00cotal $2234.20

CUAS has applied to be apart of the “ Night Sky Network,” as mentioned in Mike's president’s
message. Membership isfreg bu it obligates the clubto dosome pubdic outreadh . . . .something
we'redoing already! Andthey’ll supdy uswith materials. For example, a previous maili ng consisted
of star charts showing where to find some of the starsin the sky that had extra-solar planets. We shoud
know more &ou thisin October when they consider more dubs for membership. Stay tuned!

Light Pollution Report . . ... you may have seen Dave' s letter to the elitor which was printed in the
News-Gazette afew days after the open howse. It was amazing to see how bright it was at the dome
site! Bob Lozar has offered an ice aean certificate to anyone who goes into Lowe’s, Menard's, or
Home Depat and asks them about their shielded light fixtures. Naturally they don’t have any! Dave
Leakeis garting asmall committee(consisting of Bob and John Stone so far) to look at and amend the
Champaign Lighting code and take thase anendments to the Zoning Board of Appeds. The goals of
the de are excdlent, but the adual ordinancestops short of where it needsto go. If you'reinterested
in being part of this (and the more, the merrier!), contad Dave & dle&ke@parkland.edu or 3596644

Club Library . .. .yes, we have one, it’sjust that thereis usually littl e
timeto retrieve it from the doset at the meetings. Bug Dave dou this
next time!  Mike Matthews has contributed a book that was mail ed to
him for usto sell. It'scdled “Grand Tour” by Miller and Hartman.
Hartman’s artwork is amazing — some shats look like phaographs! It
retailsfor $19.95 buif we buy between 1024 copies, the @st is$11.97
ead. Isthere ay interest? See a opy at the August meding.

If youwant to get your club rews fast, please subscribe to the Cuas-
email li st. Sometimes people will email and say they will be observing
that night and will ask for peopleto join them. Thereisalso news of new comets and passble aurora



displays. To subscribe, just go to the Cuas-| web page &
https.//mail .prairienet.org/mailman/li stinfo/cuas-1 and foll ow the subscription dredions. Email cuas-
| @li sts.prairienet.org to past.

OBSERVATORY NEWS!

Mike Matthews & Dave Leake will be meeting with Mike Seibalt at the
Champaign Park District sometime soonto look at the lease for the observatory
land. Theleaseisupfor renewal early next year.

There was a discusgon at the July meding abou the condtionsin the
shed and the posshili ty of installing some vents. There's a40- degree

temperature swing in the shed as measured by Mike Conron. The domeisnealy asteady 82 degrees.
The matings onthe 16-inch trussDobsonian may have been compromised aready. We shoud take a
block ou there or something and tip the mirror soit’s dored nealy verticdly. There were some varying
opinions on whether any gasoli ne fumes are harming the optics.
The open houwse/rededicationin July was a
tremendows succesd At onetime, we had just over 40
cas parked at the dome site. We sold afew T-shirts and
cdendars. Thetemporary steps worked bu they're not at
quite right height and there was arequest for bathrooms
next time. Depending on whowe talk to, we'retalking
abou amax of $95and pashly aslittle & $65for a
portable unit for the weekend.
Anyoneinterested in purchasing Bob Holmes's
roll-off roof observatory?
The Hobo unt to measure humidity and
temperature in the observatory is on order.

The Mow List returns!  If youwant to be on (or removed) from the list, email Dave Leake. When you
mow, contad the next personimmediately so they can plan when to go ou and check the lawn. Thank

you!

1) Mike Rosenberger 4) Mark Prather 7) Bob Rubendurst
2) Dave Leake 5) Guy Hampel 8) Audrey Ishii

3) Mike Matthews 6) Wayne James 9) Will ard Brinegar
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August 6 New MoonObserving 8pm -? Observatory

August 11 CUAS Club Meding 7-8:30pm Staekel Planetarium
We'll watch an interesting DVD abou the lifestyles of the stars cdl ed “ Rumplestilt skin’s Starry Secret.”
The film was produced by the Minneapadli s Planetarium Society.

August 11-12 Perseid Meteor Party 10pm-? Observatory



Wanna watch meteors at the Observatory? Rateswill pick up after midnight. Be sureto dresswarm (it
gets cold in the wurtry in August at night), bring a comfy chair and mosquito spray. Thereisno formal
program. Weaher permitting. See“Looking Up This Month” for detail s.

August 13 CUAS Family Skywatch 8-10pm Observatory

Thisisour pulic event of the month so we @uld use afew slegoy volunteers to staff the observatory
and some telescopes outside.  The dome can be foundby taking I-57 south of Champaign to the
Monticdlo exit. Take thisexit andgo 1.4milesto the west to Courty Road 700E. Turn left (south)
here and the domeis onyour left abou 0.8 milesdown thisroad. All observing sessons are weaher
permitting. Call 351-2567 for cancdlation ndices.

August 15 “Stars In Your Eyes’ 7:30-9:30pm Meadowbrook Park
We ould use a oupe of volunteas with telescopesto set up rea Prairie Play section d the park. See
the “Club News’ sedion.

August 20 DAAC Astronamy Jamboree 7-11pm Friends Creek Park

The Decatur AreaAstronomy Club welcomes CUAS members to their annual event in Friends Creek
County Park. The park isn’t that far from Champaign as you take the Cisco exit off 1-72. There will be
a7pm program onlight pallution, adivities for the kids, and olserving in the park.

September 3 New MoonObserving Observatory
September 8 CUAS ClubMesding 7-8:30pm Staakel Planetarium
Program to be annourced . . .

September 10 CUAS Family Skywatch 7-10pm Observatory
September 20 Registration ceadli ne for workshop

The planetarium’s “Basic Astronamy” workshopfor beginners will start aweek from tonight, bu thisis
the dealine for registration. Seethefall “Live & Learn” brochure for registration information.

September 23 Fall Prairie Skies Opens 7pm Stagkel Planetarium
October 1 New MoonObserving 7-?pm Observatory

October 8 CUAS Family Skywatch 7-10pm Observatory

October 13 CUAS ClubMesding 7-8:30pm Staakel Planetarium
October 22 Allerton Observing 7-11pm Allerton Parkland College

WEe'll nead someoneto do atak for 20 minutes, then olserving from the meadow. All observing
sessons are weaher permitting.



October 27-29 CUAS Sar Party TBA South of Walnut Point SP

CHECK OUT ALL CLUB EVENTSON THE CUASHOME PAGE:
http://www.prairienet.org/cuas

0
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Enroll me & anew member! yea for it membership. [Circulation: 78]

—Membership renewal [attach maili ng label] The Champaign-Urbana Astronamicd Society is

Change of address only - .
an affili ate group d the Champaign Park
Name District. http://www.champaignparkdistrict.com
Address o _
Phore # William M. Staerkel Planetarium has pubdic

shows on Friday eveningsin August. Call 217/351-2446
for more information. tp://www.parkland.edwconed/pla

Email address

Make dl checks payable to:
“Champaign-UrbanaAstronamical Scciety”

Circle dl that apply:

Basic membership $15

Observatory key fee $10

Astronamy magazine renewal * $29

Sky & Telescope renewal* $33

Donation $_
Total Enclosed $

*enclose maili ng label

Detach and malil to:
C.UA.S.
Clo Phil Wall
607 West Hedey #11
Champaign, IL 61820



Champaign-Urbana Astrono mical Society
C/O William M. Staerkel Planetarium
Parkland College

2400 West Bradley Avenue

Champaign, IL 61821



