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CUAS OFFICERS MESSAGE

While trying to get my telescope to respond on Jurfeat$he club observatory, | happened to
look to the west and saw two bright lights traveling toward the east and a fairly leisurely pace. At first |
c o ul d meboutwHat itgvas, but then | decided it was the International space station and the space
shuttle Atlantis. It took about 90 seconds to go from west to east. It was an awesome sight. They were
very bright.

Please take notice of the members cornéichvis new this month. We will continue have
this for the members so you can have some input into the newsletter. So send me your news or
whatever. If you send pictures, | will try and include them in the space | have, but anything that is dark
prombl y wondédt show up.

Hope to see you all at the next club meeting on July 12

Bill Marble

LOOKING UP THIS MONTH

Webre past the solstice now, so, believe it or
skywatching! We begin Julyith Venus very close (less than a degree!) to Saturn in the western sky.
They were closest on June 30 and will now separate with Venus heading onward to come to within 1.6
degrees of the star Regulus on th&.1At magnitude4.7, this is about as brigh as youdl | see V
From outside of the Krannert Center, Venus looked like a little crescent Moon. In fact, several people had
to be convinced the telescope wasnodét pointed at t|
and Earth, hence tlaeescent will get longer and thinner. At the beginning of the month, Venus sets at
11pm, but this goes to 9pm at the end of July, when Venus sets in the evening twilight.

Saturn is easy to find early in the month since Venus is there to be your gsitlee two separate,
though, Saturn will quickly get lower to the horizon each night. By the end of July, Saturn will also set in
the twilight, but it is not as bright as Venus! On July 16 look for a thin crescent Moon just to the left of
Saturn.

Jupter will soon take over for Venus as the brightest thing in the summer sky. It is situated in the
south at sunset and to the upper left of Antares in Scorpius.

Mercury is a morning object this month. It reaches its greatest separation from thetSei2@n
in the eashortheast. Mercury rises about 3:20am on this date, roughly 30 minutes before the beginning of
morning twilight.

We might as well give Uranus and Neptune a mention. Uranus is near Phi Aquarii and just
southwest of the star 96 Agrii this month. It will have opposition in September. Opposition for Neptune
is next month as it shines above the constellation of Capricornus.

The Earth reaches its farthest distance from the Sun (aphelion) on July 6 at a distance of 94,508,722
miles.

Look for a very young Moon in the wesbrthwest on the evening of July 15. Start looking right
after sunset and make sure you have an unobstructed horizon. Can you see it?
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The Delta Aquarid Meteor Shower usually peaks during thelgmnhown s of Jul y 28, b L
probably not worth it this year. The occurs the next day so the skies will be pretty bright. There will be
more meteors and more Moon fun next month as weol |
total lunar eclipséate in August. Stay tuned!

-DCL

Moon Phases Waning GibbousMoon

1% quarter  July 22 August 20

Full July 29 August 28
Lastquarter July 7 August 5
New July 14 August 12

If you would like to see the phases of the moon, past, present, and future log on to
http//aa.usno.navy.mil/data/docs/MoonPhase.html#y2007

Members Cornel(New feature)
This is a new feature for club members to have input into the newsletter. | encourage everyone to send me
something and | will put it into this section. Our firstdithews comes from Jeff Bryant.

Wolfram Research, recently released our flagship product, Mathematica 6. Along with this was
an ambitious efforto collect a large number of Demonstrations that demonstrate diféament topics
from math and sence. They are freely downloadable andhe specifically pertain to this group,
Astronomy. The site shows youaeb preview with a neimteractive Flash animation to give you an idea
and also allows you to download a fully interactive version that masesf the Mathematica Player (also
free, but is an 80 MB download).

Most of the content of the site is educational, but includesdatigities, and art as well.

If you are an educator or would like some new tools to providegfuladren or studets to
understand these topics, | encourage you alisio the following site and look around. Its search based

rather tharhaving a hierarchical category system.
http://demonstrations.wolfram.com

CUAS NEWS

Light Pollution News: The draft of the light pollution ordinance is still online on the club web site.
The I nternational Dark Sky Association has be
officials. Feedback is encouraged! We e best ordinance we can get to take to the city
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planning commission. Emaileake@parkland.eduith comments. As this issue goes to press, the
president of the board of directors of the International [3&gkAssociation is looking at our lighting
ordinance. We hope to have feedback from them very soon!

Our very best wishes go out to member Guy Hampel on his recent illness. Get better soon, Guy!

CUAS has been invited to join members of the Charlegtoap (including Bob Holmes for a
viewing night atRockome Gardens south of Arthur, lllinois, on July 20 beginning at 8:30pm (rain
date is July 28). @r 100 people expected to be in attendaridee lights will be out at Rodkne,
and the surrounding axes mainly Amish and they have no pole lightsiterested? For more info
on Rockome Gardens and directions, go to:

http://www.rockome.com

Editors note: At the end of the newsletter, | have attached an entihvto our President Mike
Lockwood concerning the Rockome Gardens viewing.

Thanks to Stuart Levy, Mark Prather, Wayne James and Dave Leake for attending the Krannert

Af terglow and also the Hessel Par k St iaflatablear t y
StarLab Planetarium for nearly 300 people from 4:30pm until after 11pm in the Krannert lobby.

Dave and Stuart also showed participants Jupiter, Venus and the Moon before the clouds rolled in.
Same thing happened Friday night, but we hacettekescope and three operators at Hessel Park.

Mark had a Dobsonian on Jupiter, while Stuart caught Venus and Dave focused on the Moon.
Roughly 4050 people showed up before again the clouds paid a visit.

Star Party Information for the fall areasfollows. Be sure to check the web sites soon as some
require early registration. Did we miss any?

TheNebraska Star Partis this month, July 120, at the Merritt Reservoir, 27 miles south of
Valentine, Nebraskahttp://www.nebraskastarparty.org/

Astrofest hosted by the Chicago Astrononrd Aathis Soci €
i ssue goes to press, htplchimgoasadorg@findex.nthlo i s n ot
lllinois Dark Skieshosted by the Sangamon Astronomical Society at the Jim Edgar Panther Creek
State Wildlife Area, will be September-18. Meals are available for purchase. Registration is $45
per person altbugh there are family rateshttp://www.sassky.org/main.html

ThePrairie Skiegarty at Camp Shawwaw-Nas See (the old Astrofest site) will be September 13

16. http://www.prairieskies.org/

ThelIndiana Family Star Partyvill be August 912 at Camp Cullom, 50 miles northwest of
Indianapolis. This is also the Great Lakes meeting of the Astronomical League.
http://immahony.home.insightbb.com/pgo/starparty/

Also, though not a star party, tAstronomical Society of the Pacifigll meet in Chicago from
September&. The emphasis is on education and public outreach.
http://www.astrosociety.org/events/meeting.html
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TREASURERS REPORT

CUAS Treasurers Report for June 2007
Willard Brinegar, Treasurer 2007

As of 6/27/07

Assets*

$ 111.00  petty cash envelope
$2517.76  checking acount
$2628.76  Total Assets

Income*
$ 0.00 Total Income

Expenses
$ 121.70  JanMay postage

Assets*

*Note: Magazine subscription funds are not reflected in Income and
Expenses since they are simply sent on to the respective publishers.
As of 6/27/07, all received subscription payments have been sent on,
so they are not reflected in the Assets category either.

OBSERVATORY NEWS

Spring projects . . . .. we probably needdoape paintagain, both inside and outside. The inside
looksp ettty bad in the daylight! T htaapnfdr thgl®o d ne s
inch, coolingfansin the telescope, andventf or t he shed. -ihchreds oudr e

Dobsonian telescopes to the dome, remember to try to storéhthreaontally to help protect the
mirror coatings.

The June Skywatch was cloudedt.
Do we want to bring back tHegbook? I f we have one, yiowhatd have

y 0 @ atthe dome, but it will helps determine how much the dorseused and allow us to estimate
an annual attendance . . . which would come in very handy should we pursue a grant.




The infamousnow listhas r et ur ned! I f youdd | ike to be

When you mow, letthenex per son know i mmedi atel y. I f you
next person know ASAP so we donodét | ose contro
1) Mike Rosenberged) Audrey Ishii 7) Mike Lockwood 10) Dick Robrock

2) Dave Leake 5) Willard Brinegar 8) Bob Rubendunst 11)John Stone
3) Mark Prather 6) Guy Hampel 9) Wayne James  12)Bill Marble

LOOKING AHEAD

July 12 CUAS Club Meeting 7-8:30pm Staerkel Planetarium

The program will be on plans for the Staerkel Planetaism u p g r @ane vidkem f ul |
July 14 New Moon Session 9-?pm Observatory

July 20 Rockome Gardens observing 8:3pm Near Arthur, IL

See the club news section for more details. The rain date is July 27.

July 21 CUAS Family Skywatch  9-11pm Observatory

Our public event for the month is also weather permitting. T-&kedouth to the Monticello Exit,

go west 1.4 miles to CR 700E, then turn left (south) and go 0.8 miles. The dome will be on your left.
Bring the family, invite your friendsWe 6 | | have Venus and Saturn in

August 9 CUAS Club Meeting 7-8:30pm Staerkel Planetarium
Program to be announced.

August 11 New Moon Observing 8:30pm? Middle Fork Preserve

Bob Rubendunst has arranged for us to watch the Peifsend the dark skies of the Middle Fork
Preserve, northeast of Rantoul. Thanks, Bob! More info will be available as we get closer to the
date, including a map in this newsletter.

August 17 Meadowbrook Star Party 8-10pm Meadowbrook Park
Join us at Madowbrook Park, off Windsor Avenue, near the Prairieplay playground (weather
permitting) for a look at the sky from-town.



August 28 Total Lunar Eclipse 4am

Given the time, wedoll probably have ndeckift or ma
out!

September 8 New Moon Observing 8-?pm Observatory

September 13 CUAS Club Meeting 7-8:30pm Staerkel Planetarium

September 15 CUAS Family Skywatch  7-10pm Observatory

And 1tds also the second National Astronomy D
SeptembePl1 AFall Prairi @ggmSki e Staerkel Planataium






