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CUAS OFFICERS MESSAGE

It looks like we may be in for a hot summer.

Hopefully it will be good for looking at the stars and
planets. Now that the rain is over with for awhile, det
you scopes ukted off and get out there and look for
something. This issue is chock full of information | CUAS DIRECTORY:

about what to look for and when. Guy Hampel, President 3989778
Bill Marble editor John Stone, Vicgrez. 3523690
Mike Conron, Secretary 3555996
LOOKING UP THIS MONTH
Remember that old physics problem that Willard Brineger, Treasurer 3565929
involved two trains leaving a station? (Oeaves Mike Lockwood, &' Director 337-1893
before the other but the second train travels faster
and then you have to figure out when they meet. Mike Rosenberger, Obs. Dir. 5982254
Remember that one? We | | | Phil Wall, Webimastep € ni n g3525442t fi e
east on warm June evenings. Instead of two Bill Marble, Newsletter Ed. 621-7882

trains, though, you have two planets, Saturn and
Mars. Since Saturn isifther from the Sun, it
moves slower, but it also gets a head start. Both
planets are heading eastward on the ecliptic.
Mars is in Cancer and Saturn is in Leo, just above
and to the left of the star Regulus. Saturn and
Regulus bgin the month three degrees apart and,
by the end of June, this distance increases to five ; i
degrees. Sunday night of Memorial I_Z)ay weekend. You

The two planets begin the montH° Epart can see them arlttp://phgenlx.lpl.ua.edu .
(a bit more than one fist H&MUddPNO0L, HRY € ér?nthr?)' L
the end of the month, this has decreased.tB2 to rise in the southeast, which occurs at 11pm at
sure tocatch the Moon (which beats them both!) the beginning of the month which decreases to
sliding by, being just below Mars on June 7 and 9pm at the end of June. Thls_wnl get e?rher still _
then near Saturn the next night. At midmonth, nextmamt h as Jupitero0s Opposi
Mars sets at midnight with Saturn following about ~ JUly. A waning gibbous Moon appears just to the
a half hour 1l ater. An dlghgof\]u%;tqg%nthg%Vﬁn@goftpq_rlg e the tr a

problem, know tht Mars catches Saturn on July Venus and Mercury are hanging out near
11. the Sun. Venus finally passes behind the Sun

And how about the Phoenix lander, eh? If (&fter hugging the predawn twon for the last

you watched the landing live on the internet, it three months) and technically appears in the
evening sky. By the end of June, it sets at 9pm,
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went flawlessly and the first photos came in the



mailto:coffeelover2@comcast.net
http://phoenix.lpl.ua.edu/

but that is in the evening twilight. When can you
first spot Venus with just your eyes? Did you

see Mercury last month? Mercury passes
between the Sun and Earth and into the morning
sky in early June. It then begins a rather favorable
apparition in the morning sky, with the greatest
separation from the Sun occurring on July 1.

Early risers should be able to see Mercury in the
eastnorthast until the end of July.

Set your alarm for the morning of June 30
and then look to the easbrtheast for a thin
waning crescent Moon. On this morning, the
Moon passes through the Pleiades star cluster.
See if you can see the stars of the SeveeSig
binoculars.

method,you have a lot of stars to compare to! |
guess thatos good!

Lastly, the summer solstice occurs at
6:59pm CDT on June 20, which is earlier than

usual We hope youol !l joi
Solstice Celebration at the Krannert Center for the
Perfoomhng Arts on this night.
Newso for more details. T
charge.

-DCL

Trivia Questlonand other items.

We al so need to mentlon he Adwarf
pl anetdo Pluto as it "omes P03|tion the 20
of the month. If you want to give Pluto a shot, V\ghat 'S the oldés spacecraft still in space’>
Ed.

make sure you have a scope with at leastBes

of aperture. Pluto is in a stach region ofthe

Milky Way which can be good and bad news. If
you want to spy Pluto directly, you have LOTS of
bright dots to choose frort hat 6 s bad.
the way toreally see Pluto is to find it twice and
note its movement. If you subscribe to this

Moon Phases

1% quarter
Full June 18 1:30 p.m.July 18 3:59 p.m.
Last quarter June 26 8:10 a.m. July 25 2:42 p.m.
New

Summer Solstice June 20 7:59 p.m.

June 10 11:04 a.m.July10 12:35 a.m.

June 3 3:23p.m. July2 10:19 p.m.

Did you know that the longest flight by dogs was
by Veterok and Ugolyok Russian dogs launched
on Fepgafka2,eL966 on board Cosomos 110 and
returned to Earth 22 days later.

Waxing Gibbous



NEWS

CUAS NEWS

Next year (2009) is the 4B@nniversary of the telescope. It has been designated the
Al nternational Year Thodgh plasstare stifi lmeimydscugséd,YoAe) of the goals for
thelYA is to haveeveryoneon the globe lok through a telescope at least once. This is a monumental
undertaking and will require some dedication from amateur astronomers. So the question becomes, are

you up for it? One is to do a fApar k twasitalocali n Cha
park (weather permitting of course) for a couple of hours and offer free observing. | volunteered to put
together a |list of parks, plus draft a | etter to e

go over this athe June meeting plus have a program on GalileDave Leake

CUAS has been asked to provide a KranhetCenterfawtheor t wo
Performing Arts on Friday, June 20 (the summer solstice) from-4:B0m. Granted it il be too light at

4: 30 but that i s when the event begins. Il nsi de Kr
Planetarium set up in the lobby for interested padsgrsBe sure to get a free ticket with your showtime on

it. At 9:30pm Jin Kaler will provide commentary to a jazz event where the songs have to do with the Sun

and Moon. Granted the skies wondét be great, but
at the Krannert Center on June 20. This event igdréee public.

Webre tent at i v edarkskpdbsemimgframghe water fowd area at the Middle Fork Forest
Preserve on August 30. We also talked about a date or two in the fall at the meadow at Allerton Park. Dave
Leake will check with Km Petzing regarding September 20 and/or October 18 or 25.

Membership at the meetings has been dwindling as of late. Granted, the summers are prime vacation time,
though the high gas prices are reducing that. Bring a friend to the next meetingeoa icowvorker.

Lighting Update . . . .. there has been a lot of email traffic as of late regarding lighting issues in both

Champaign and Urbana. In Champaign, the city council discussed lighting in the University district during

their May 20" meetirg. Dave Leake has contacted council woman Deb Feinen who says she will share the
irequest for proposal so when it officially comes o
the poles themselves than the light fixtures. She also says thaip@ign is committed to friendly lighting.

As this issue goes to press, the Urbana City Council was to discuss the issue further at theft May 27
meeting. Itis disappointing that Urbana appears to be taking steps backwards! After good discuessions ov
full-cut-off lighting, a proposal was made to go with the existing fixtures on Green Street in campustown for
the entire Urbana side of the University! I f you
people interested in safety, enggavings, and the reduction of glare! Council member Charlie Smyth has
been leading the charge with a lot of help, including Professor Gary Cziko plus our own Mike Lockwood
and Stuart Levy. Stuart has attended some of the meetings that have inchtted aninformed lighting
consultant. The RFP was pulled for the May 19 meeting for further review. More news will hopefully be
discussed at the June meeting.

Other emails tell of Ul Chancellor Herman chairing campus sustainability committee.arféarkl
College just created such a committee and (admittedly in action unrelated to the committee) is replacing
most of its parking lot light fixtures. Also, the Ul Department of Energy has established a goal of reducing
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electrical energy spent for lightingy 50% by the year 2010. See
www.lrc.rpi.edu/resources/newsroom/quickfacts faspmore info.
Keep Afighting the good fight!o

We also will need volunteers for tsemmer obsrvatory open houseg " Skywat cho) . Even
run the observatory, you can help by staffing some of the telescopes outside or even helping with parking.
The weather has been horrible for our spring eviemaybe the summer will be different. e&the

calendar section, put the Skywatch dates on your calendar, and join us!

Consider taking youCUAS newsletterby email only and save the club some money. By your request, we
can email you a pdf file monthly instead of spending money on stamps.

TREASURERS REPORT

CUAS Treasur dMay388 Report for
Willard Brinegar, Treasurer 2008

As 0f5/31/08

Assets*

$ 111.00 petty cash envelope
$ 3960.10 checking account

$ 4071.1 Total Assets

Income*

$ 45.00 Three membership renewals @5
$ 30.00 Two new member @15

$ 10.00 one key fee @ $10

$ 85.00 Total Income

Expense*
$ 80.00 Champaign Park district for Postage

*Note: Magazine subscription funds are not reflected in Income and
Expensesince they are simply sent émthe respective publishers.

As 0f5/31/08, all received subscription payments have been sent on,
so they are not reflected in the Assets category either.


http://www.lrc.rpi.edu/resources/newsroom/quickfacts.asp

OBSERVATORY NEWS

The infamousi mo w detursst 1byou want on the list or removed fro
the list, contact Dave Leake. Immediately after you mow the lot, cont
the next person so they can plan to check the grass height. There is
mower and gas in the shed. Allow a pleuof hours to complete the job.

1) Mike Rosenberge#) Audrey Ishii 7) Mike Lockwood 10) Dick Robrock
2) Dave Leake 5) Willard Brinegar 8) Mike Matthews 11) Bob Rubendunst
3) Mark Prather 6) Guy Hampel 9) Wayne James  12) John Stone

13) Bill Marble

Summelprojects . . . .. we probably needstwrape paintagain, both inside and outside. The inside

|l ooks pretty bad in the dayl i ght ! tarpforthel®ikch,g o o dn
coolingfansin the telescope, andvantf or t he shed. -ihch red/Dolsénrare r et ur

telescopes to the dome, remember to try to store them horizontally to help protect the mirror coatings.
Be at the dome work day on May 17 to help with these proj&bts.also need to strip thpaint on the
inside but, given the dust that would be created, it might be best to wait until the telescope is removed.

Mike Lockwood and John Pratt will soon look at the demeuntedl6-i n ¢ h s ¢ o pwhiglsis mou n't
very tight in right ascension. €&lplan is to turn the shaft to a smaller diameter and then replace the two

| arge bearings with five smaller ones. We 61 | b
could cost $1,000.

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS
AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

WasnoOoRhaéeémrrei x | anding on Mars awesome? Yanon coul
the science channel. If you have Comcast cable, you can get the science channel. | think it is 466, but
am not really positive on that. Anywgyst watching the scientists at NASA do what they do and

watch the scientific data come in from Phoenbs really neat. | watched until the first pictures came

in, and that was really exciting.

What does this have to do with the NASA website? Because the science channel was showing all the
NASA people waiting for the eveniThere are lots of websgeut there with first pictures of the ground

and even some showing the opening of the solar panels and of the backhoe. So take a look at them and
enjoy. Below are some of the websites | have found that show these events. WM ed.
http://search.nasa.gov/search/search.jsp?nasalnclude=phoenix
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/24811991/

http://phoenix.lpl.arizona.edu/gallery.php

You can also do Google and find lots more. Enjoy.
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Below is a photo of one of the first sent by Phoenix. Submitted by Dave Leake.

LOOKING AHEAD

June 7 CUAS Fanily Skywatch 8-10pm Observatory

This is our public observing event for the month. Tak& to the south of Champaign to the Monticello
Exit. Take the exit and then turn right (west) on the Monticello Road. Go 1.4 miles and then turn left
on County Rod 700E. The Observatory will be 0.8 miles south on this road, on your left. All viewing
sessions are weather permitting.

June 12 CUAS Club meeting 7-8:30pm Staerkel Planetarium

Dave Leake will have a program on the legacy of Galileo and then talk sdame things that we can do

for the International Year of Astronomy.

June 20 Krannert Center Observingdusk to 10pmKrannert Center

Dr. James Kaler has requested that we participate in summer solstice celebration at the Krannert Center
for the Perfornmg Arts. If you can make it, we need several telescopes set up either on the east or west
side of Krannert to do some observing for patro

June 20 Summer Prairie Skies opengpm Staerkel Planetarium

June 27Aug. 3 International Planetarium Society meetingdler Planetarium



