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LOOKING UP THIS MONTH
There are quite a few events happening in the Sk&UAS DII%ECTORY

this month . . . . i tds Just
see. We begin with a bang ... .and a total solar ecllps(ej
. which ve can see directly. The Far East will wﬂnes;e/‘

hey wono6t be t|

uy Hampel, President 3523690
hn Stone, Vic®rez 337-1893

the eclipse of the Sun on August 1. Solar eclipses occ ike Conron, Secretary 3555996

when the Moon comes directly between the Earth and

Sun. The Moon is 400 times smaller than the Sun, but W'Earl(_j Bﬂnegzr ;rgasutrer ggggg%g
is also 400 times closer, so they appeaghly the same hi Iewglcl: Woo Irector 3525442
size in our sky. To see this eclipse you have to be in th il Marble 6217882

shadow of the Moon. The shadow will cross northern
Greenl and, eastern Russia and into China. We won
it in our sky here but several organizations, like the

Exploratorium inSan Francisco, are conducting live webcasts of the event, which occurs at roughly 6 a.m.

our time. Why not get up early and check it out. \Be®v.exploratorium.edu/eclipsér more

information.

Plus we have a log jam of planets in the west, just after sunset. The problem is that they set in the
twilight so youdll have to |l ook quickly and have
Venus a bit north of west and Saturn to the upgfé of Venus. Again, Venus is pretty low but it is also
very bright, so give it a shot. A very thin crescent Moon will be to the left of Venus off thed2then left
of Saturn on the next night.

As we head into the second week of August, Veppsaaches Saturn and Mercury joins the pair,
situated to the lower right. On the™@enus and Saturn are a half degree apart, but set at 8:45pm in the
twilight. Venus will seem to move past Saturn with Mercury in tow. Mercury passes 0.9 degnees to t
lower left of Venus on the evening of thé™ 9Saturn moves on to pass behind the Sun in early September.
Mercury will hang out with Venus for a bit but then head back towards the glare of the Sun about the
second week of September, while Venus iow@s to slowly get higher at sunset.



http://www.exploratorium.edu/eclipse/

Jupiter is sort of the | oaner in al/|l t his, but
Sun sets. Since webre past Julyds opposition, J
gibbous Moon appears to the right of Jupiter on tHea then below and to the left of the planet the next
night.

We should mention Nep%tunéd$sbmpagnsdpanegawhicBn t he
means regul ar bi noutadsmallitetescope shduld, pmvidedkyouikriow where to lmok.

Of course August means the Perseid Meteor Shower. Campers have been watching this show for
guite some ti me. I n fact, the shower hé&s been r e
camping. The pesized dust particles from CometSwiitut t | e hit t he Earthos atmnm
relative speed and they burn up roughly0miles above us. The shock gasses in our atmosphere glow
and we see a fishoot i nPgrsegldall manth, the grddiotedgnbximumo willbe then s e e
morning of August 12. On this morning, the waxing gibbous Moon sets at roughly 2am leaving the
morning hours prime for meteor observing. Granted this is a Tuesday morning, but anyone interested in

observing from the dome? Remember, you dondt ne:
chair that will allow you to see the sky overhead
cold it can get in August during the morninghosit! ) and mosquito spray . .
Skywatch schedule for the Saturday before, so we?ol

meteor observing, give me a shout with some numbers. How many did you see and inevinrahief
Good luck!

-DCL
Moon Phases Waning GibbousMoon @
1% quarter  August8 September
Full Augustl6é  September 15
Lastquarter August23  September 22
New Augustl September 29

Members Corner

What is going on with the Phoenix Mars Lander?

| just read a small article on CNN News. Water has been discovered, but only at 1% level. Stikae is

lot of work to do. Apparentlyseveral weekbefore theycan determine if there is enough to support life.

The mission was to end in August, but NASA has extended it for five weeks, saying that there seems to be
enough solar power to last thah. So now we have to wait for awhile to see if there are any chemicals in
the water.

-WM-



CUAS NEWS

On Saturday, August 30, CUAS has been invited to observe fromidade Fork Forest Preserve

northeast of Rantoul. We were here earlier inytber and the skies are excellent! Please note that we
will not be at the campground, but at the water fowl viewing area, north of this campground. A map is
pasted in here but you can also see a magi@at/www.ccfpd.org/about/ CCFPD_Middle Fork Map.pdf

The observing spot is labeled with a number 7 just off County Road 3500 North. Take route 136 out of
Rantoul to the east and look for the brown park signs. This event bedinskaind is weather

permitting. Our thanks to Bob Rubendunst for setting up this time for us. Campers in the campground
area will be invited to join us.

We opened the closet at the June meeting and got out batlulbhédrary and our assortnm of T-
shirts for purchase. Any club member in good standing can check out books from the library for a
month. The Tshirts are $10 each.

International Year of Astronomy update . . . .. there was a good discussion at the July meeting of the
proposat hat appeared in | ast monthds issue. A parl
proposed. President Guy Hampel also brought up the possibility of setting up something in the
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http://www.ccfpd.org/about/CCFPD_Middle_Fork_Map.pdf

