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CUAS OFFICERS MESSAGE 
The month of September is supposed to be our best 

month for viewing, the weather is mild and the sky gets 

dark at a more reasonable hour.   Now all we have to do 

is find areas that are free of fog or heavy dew, oh well, 

this month also has many star parties if you are up for 

travel.  There are star parties in basically any direction so 

it is just how far you want to go.  We have club members 

going to Springfield area and others go just this side of 

the ends of the earth, Okee-Tex the last week of the 

month.  The report from both places is that you will 

enjoy the view and the night sky is something to be seen 

at least once in your life.  We start off the month, well 

close enough, with a trip to Middlefork Bird Sanctuary 

north of Penfield, thank you Bob R for making 

arrangements for our August 30
th  

outing.  I know that it 

will have already happened when you read this, but you 

should have been there, rumor has it that the 30ò was to 

be out for a test drive before heading to the edge of the 

earth at the end of the month. 

 

Hopefully the sky will be good the next Saturday for the public sky watch please come and practice sharing 

with those new to Astronomy so that we are ready for next yearôs in the parks of Champaign and Urbana 

for Galileoôs 400
th
 birthday.  This next yearôs adventure should be fun if we want it to be.  Come to the 

meeting ready to sign up for one or more of the park.  I would suggest that you visit the parks of your 

choice both during the day and again at night to suggest the best location for us to setup and provide ease 

the public finding us. 

 

This monthôs meeting we will have the well known John Stone as a presenter, he will talk about 

astrophotography, equipment,  and getting the best results, life, the universe and everything, or something 

else, you will have to come and see. 
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This month on September 10 we will have Mercury, Venus and Mars all tightly packed together in the 

western sky 30 minutes after sunset.  Jupiter will provide us a good view and showing us lots of moons, 

more viewing information elsewhere in the newsletter. 

 

Last month we discussed next yearôs event and explored many options of what the club should provide for 

best viewing by the public.  The consensus was that a web camera style camera on a wide field short focal 

length refractor telescope would be best and the club might provide a 15ò or 17ò LCD low power monitor 

so that many people can see the sky at one time.  Well obviously the club will have to vote on that kind of 

purchase in the future.  We will have to see what kind of ideas those telescope makers in the club come up 

with.  

 

Come to the next meeting and contribute to the education of the rest of the club members with what is 

astronomically new with you. 

 

Guy 

 

LOOKING UP THIS  MONTH  

Happy equinox, everyone!   Fall officially begins at 10:44am on September 22 when the Sun will be 

directly above the Earthôs equator.   

 

Planet-wise, thereôs a traffic jam of sorts in the west-southwestern sky.  There is a trio of planets including 

Venus, Mercury and Mars all within a tight circle.   In fact, they will be within 5-degrees of each other for 

most of the month (the 3
rd

 through the 19
th
).  Start early in the month and keep an eye on the three.   Venus 

will be the brightest, then Mercury, then Mars.   Venus and Mercury will be getting higher in the sky, 

passing Mars.  In fact, Venus comes to within 18 arc minutes on the evening of the 11
th
.  By mid-

September, Mercury will do an about-face and head back towards the Sun.  If you begin looking on 

September 1
st
 youôll see a thin crescent Moon below the trio.   The next night, it will be situated to the far 

left of the group.  Use binoculars to see Mars and Mercury.  Venus sets at 8pm later in September. 

Jupiter is the brightest thing in the south as the Sun sets.  The planet begins its retrograde (east to west) 

motion on the 7
th
.  Two nights later, youôll find a waxing gibbous Moon just below and to the left.  Jupiter 

sets after midnight at mid-month. 

 

The planet Uranus reaches opposition this month, on September 12.  You can see this planet in binoculars 

if you know where to look . . . which is just above and to the left of ū Aquarii.   

 

Saturn passes behind the Sun from our point of view early in the month and then ventures into the morning 

sky.   Look for it in the east later in the month, below the star Regulus.   A thin crescent Moon can be found 

just to the right of Saturn on the morning of September 27.  Telescopically, the rings are only 4-degrees 

from edge-on.   Saturn rises at 5:30am in mid-September.    

If you get up early on the morning of September 19 and look for the Moon rising in the east-northeast, you 

may see it very close to the Pleiades star cluster.  In some places, an occultation occurs when youôll see the 

stars reappearing from the dark limb of the waning gibbous Moon.   
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And speaking of the Moon, the Harvest Moon rises at sunset on the 15
th
.  The Harvest Moon is the full 

Moon closest to the autumn equinox and can occur in October.  Around the time of full Moon this month, 

the rise times from night to night donôt change all that much.   

 

The magazines report an asteroid occultation on the night of August 11.  The asteroid Metis (magnitude 10) 

will pass in front of a sixth magnitude stars that is above and to the left of the head of Cetus the Whale.   

The predicted shadow path of this event will pass to the north and west of Champaign County . . . but you 

never know!    

-DCL 

 

 

 

Moon Phases      Waning Gibbous Moon  

         
1

st
 quarter September 7   October 7 

Full  September 15   October 14 

Last quarter     September 22   October 21 

New   September 29   October 28 

 
CUAS NEWS 
 

On Saturday, August 30, CUAS has been invited to observe from the Middle Fork Forest Preserve, 

northeast of Rantoul.   We were here earlier in the year and the skies are excellent!   Please note that we 

will not be at the campground, but at the water fowl viewing area, north of this campground.    A map is 

pasted in here but you can also see a map at http://www.ccfpd.org/about/CCFPD_Middle_Fork_Map.pdf    

The observing spot is labeled with a number 7 just off County Road 3500 North.  Take route 136 out of 

Rantoul to the east and look for the brown park signs.   This event begins at dusk and is weather 

permitting.   Our thanks to Bob Rubendunst for setting up this time for us.   Campers in the campground 

area will be invited to join us.   

 

Note:  this is too late for this time, but just in case, here is the map again. 

 

http://www.ccfpd.org/about/CCFPD_Middle_Fork_Map.pdf
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We opened the closet at the June meeting and got out both the club library  and our assortment of T-

shirts for purchase.  Any club member in good standing can check out books from the library for a 

month.  The T-shirts are $10 each.   

 

International Year of Astronomy  update . . . . After conferring with the Champaign Park District, 

Dave Leake distributed a draft schedule of IYA events for next year.  Granted there are quite a few 

observing events, but there are no rain dates (and realistically over a third of these dates may be clouded 

out), plus we have avoided dates around the summer solstice since it gets dark so late.   The key now for 

CUAS is to try to get some members to commit to attending a few dates.   If each of us takes a night or 

two, then weôre covered.  Especially if you own a telescope, consider volunteering for 1-2 dates.  We 

can do some telescope training if need be.  The use of a possible video camera and a TV to handle large 

groups was also discussed.   Dave will contact the News-Gazette about a collaboration.  The schedule 

reads: 


