CHAMPAIGN-URBANA ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY


MEETING MINUTES


February 10, 2011





Dave Leake called the meeting to order at 7:05pm with 11 people present.   The cold kept many away.  





 Dues renewals . . . . .Willard reports that he has received only about 20 membership renewals.   Please remember to renew your dues!!


Dave reported that the by-laws revisions were put online by webmaster Phil Wall.


Dave nominated Phil Wall as club secretary last month with a vote to occur this month.    The vote was unanimous in favor of naming Phil secretary.   Congratulations, Phil.   


Mike Rosenberger related the story how he “found” a box sitting on the steps of the observatory, covered in snow and ice.   Inside was a Meade ETX-105 telescope without eyepieces.  There was also a tripod in a separate bag.   Mike cleaned up the telescope but has not tested its operation.   He’ll try to bring this to the March meeting.   An internet search shows this scope retails new for $500+.  


Regarding the observatory, Dave set an observatory work day for Saturday, April 23 (the full Moon Saturday that month), to scrape paint.   We’ll fire up the generator and hopefully use electric drills with wire brushes attached and maybe a sanding disk.   Goggles and dust masks will be required.    If you have any of these items, please help us!   


We also discussed the UI club’s thoughts about possibly putting a storage building on our land.  Willard said we could add a building to our insurance policy but that the UI group should carry their own insurance plus the building should maybe sit on the UI’s property.   We also discuss pre-approving any plans the UI might create.  


Willard reports that the treasury contains $3,666.  


Programs for upcoming meetings:


March . . . . showing of the fulldome show, “Black Holes.”  


April . . . .Mike Lockwood


May . . . . Stuart Levy


June . . . . ????


There is a Skywatch at the observatory on Saturday, but we’re concerned about the grounds and people getting stuck.   Mike Rosenberger will check it out and call Dave who will post something on the club list.   We are due to visit the Middle Fork Forest Preserve on April 2.    Dave said he is waiting to look at in-town observing until the Champaign Park District finalizes their park events.  


Dave and Chris Smith talked  about the “Globe at Night” citizen-scientist project.   Basically anyone can participate by looking at the constellation Orion between March 22 and April 4 and comparing what you see to charts that are online (www.globeatnight.org) and then reporting your results online.    A global light pollution map will be constructed.    Dave will plug this and the showing of “Black Holes” in the newspaper.  


Willard reports that you can renew your Sky & Telescope magazine subscription online.   In the past, Sky Publishing expected payment from the club treasurer.   We can now do this on our own by going to http://skyandtelescope.com/clubrenew.  


Don Thompson presented an article from the January, 2011 Sky & Telescope that tells of an astronomy club loaning telescopes to a local library.   Should CUAS duplicate this effort?   


Program . . . . . Dave used the Digistar 4 system to run through the sky for the year, both in the morning and evening.  


